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First, we believe a healthy economy and
a healthy environment go hand-in-hand. En-
vironmental problems result not from robust
growth but from reckless growth. And we can
grow the economy by making our people
healthier, our communities more attractive,
and our products and our services more envi-
ronmentally conscious.

Second, America must lead the way in pro-
moting economic growth and environmental
preservation at home and abroad. We live
in an era of global economics, global
environmentalism, global epidemics. Our
lives and our livelihoods depend upon people
throughout the world being healthy and pros-
perous and respectful of the planet we all
share. What is good for the world in this
sense is very good for America.

And third, we must move beyond the false
choices and unnecessary antagonisms of the
past. From American business and American
labor to the world’s wealthiest nations and
the world’s poorest, we all share a common
interest in economic growth that preserves
rather than pollutes our environment. Amer-
ica can set an example by achieving economic
growth that can continue through the life-
times of our children and grandchildren be-
cause it respects the resources that make that
growth possible.

That is what we mean by sustainable devel-
opment. That is why I’m asking this Council
to promote healthy communities and envi-
ronmentally sound products and services that
will do the best in the world to make our
marketplace the best in the world now and
well into the 21st century.

When we talk about environmental justice,
we mean calling a halt to the poisoning and
the pollution of our poorest communities,
from our rural areas to our inner cities. We
don’t have a person to waste, and pollution
clearly wastes human lives and natural re-
sources. When our children’s lives are no
longer cut short by toxic dumps, when their
minds are no longer damaged by lead paint
poisoning, we will stop wasting the energy
and the intelligence that could build a strong-
er and a more prosperous America.

When we talk about environmentally
sound products and services, we mean light
bulbs and computers and refrigerators that
use less energy and automobiles that produce

less pollution. People all across the world
want to buy these goods and services, and
when we make them in America, that means
better paying and more secure jobs and high-
er living standards for all of our people.

Americans take pride in our know-how,
our can-do spirit, and our love of this remark-
able land that God has given us. With leaders
like the men and women here today, we can
put what is best about America to work build-
ing a stronger economy and preserving this
planet for our children and all generations
to come.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:35 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Exchange With Reporters in the
Rose Garden
June 14, 1993

Senator Arlen Specter
The President. [Inaudible]—and obvi-

ously I was very concerned—need for the op-
eration, but our prayers are with him. And
we’re pulling for him.

Q. Have you spoken to his family at all
today?

The President. No, I wanted to wait until,
frankly, until I had all this out of the way
and until there was time to, you know, get
through the operation. Then I thought I’d
call them—later. We have a time scheduled
to call, but I haven’t talked to them yet.

Q. Were you shocked and surprised?
The President. Yes. He was just here last

week, and he was—you know, he brought
in the family from the Make a Wish Founda-
tion. We’ve had a great visit, and we were
talking about a number of different things.

Q. Are you hopeful he’ll come back?
The President. Oh, absolutely. And I

think he will. We’re certainly hopeful.

Supreme Court Nomination
Q. Mr. President, on your nomination, was

it tough for you to pass over Judge Breyer
and Secretary Babbitt? Was it a hard deci-
sion?
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The President. Well, it was hard in the
sense that they were all qualified. And there
were two or three others I thought were ex-
ceptionally well qualified. But once I talked
to her, I felt very strongly about her. This
is not a negative thing on them. And as I
said, out there in the crowd I had a half a
dozen people come up to me and thank me
for leaving Secretary Babbitt at the Interior
Department. They say he’s the best Interior
Secretary they’d ever seen. So that was a real
problem, but I like them all. I thought they
were all superbly well qualified. And I think
that they will be in the future.

There was no negative—it was a positive
position being able to pick the person I
thought would be best at this time, a purely
positive choice. In that sense it was a joy to
make, but not easy. You can see today from—
she’s an extraordinary woman. She has in-
credible inner strength and character. And
I think it will communicate itself and really
help to create a good atmosphere at the
Court.

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:55 p.m. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

The President’s News Conference
June 15, 1993

Economic Program
The President. Thanks for the introduc-

tion, Wolf [Wolf Blitzer, Cable News Net-
work]. [Laughter]

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. I’d
like to make a couple of opening remarks.
First, let me say that this morning I had a
good talk with Judge Ginsburg, compliment-
ing her on her very moving statement yester-
day. And I assured her that we were moving
ahead with this confirmation process. I spoke
with Senators Biden and Thurmond and
Hatch and asked them to work with me to
assure the speediest possible confirmation
consistent with the Senate doing its duty. At
any rate, I am confident that she will be ready
to assume her position on the Supreme Court
when the fall term begins in October.

With regard to the economy, we’ve had,
since last Friday, very good reports on low

inflation in terms of both producer prices and
consumer prices. And in a larger sense, over
the last few months, we’ve seen a continuing
reduction in long-term interest rates, which
have given us a 20-year low in mortgage
rates, a 7-year high in housing sales, and have
mightily contributed to the introduction into
this economy of 755,000 new jobs, well over
90 percent of them in the private sector.

I am confident that the continuation of this
trend depends on our ability to pass a strong
economic program through the Congress
which reduces the deficit, increases invest-
ment in our future, and is fair in terms of
requiring a fair apportionment of the burden.
The plan that the House passed, that the
Senate Finance Committee is now dealing
with, for every $10 that the deficit is reduced,
$5 comes from spending cuts, $3.75 from
upper income people, $1.25 from the middle
class, and families with incomes under
$30,000 are held harmless.

I hope that the principles I have outlined
will be honored as this program moves
through the Congress. The Senate Finance
Committee has some tough decisions to
make. I don’t expect to agree with all of
them, but I think they will produce a bill.
I think the Senate will produce a bill. And
then we can go on to conference and see
what the final shape of the economic plan
that the whole Congress will vote on will be.
I’m encouraged, quite upbeat, by the reports
I’ve received from Senator Moynihan, Sen-
ator Mitchell, and others about the progress
being made there, and I just want to encour-
age the Senate to move forward.

Finally, let me say that the Senate is deal-
ing with another very difficult and very im-
portant issue now, and that’s campaign fi-
nance reform. I have believed for a long time
that we can’t get thoroughgoing economic re-
form in our country until we have political
reform. That requires the lobby reform legis-
lation that is moving its way through Con-
gress but, very importantly, campaign finance
reform to lower the cost of campaigns, re-
duce the influence of special interests and
PAC’s, and open the airwaves to more honest
debate.
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